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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
LOUTH  RURAL  COUNCIL 

I  have  pleasure  presenting  my  Annual  Report,  as  prescribed,  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district  for  the  year  1953. 

During  the  year  there  were  310  live  births  and  201  deaths  of  residents. 
The  number  of  still  births  was  4,  and  1 1  babies  died  before  attaining  the  age 
of  one  year.  Expressed  as  rates  in  terms  of  population,  the  live  birth  rate  was 
lower  than  the  preceding  year  by  1.2  but  higher  than  that  for  the  Country 
as  a  whole  by  the  same  margin.  The  crude  or  actual  death  rate  remained 
at  exactly  the  same  figure  as  the  previous  year  and  was  superior  to  the  National 
rate,  even  without  the  adjustment  required  for  comparative  purposes.  The 
still  birth  rate  showed  an  improvement  both  in  our  local  figure  for  1952  and 
the  current  National,  but  unfortunately  the  same  cannot  be  said  for  the  infant 
deaths,  which  exceeded  both  standards  of  comparison.  Infant  mortality 
is  a  question  to  which  extensive  research  and  investigation  have  been  devoted 
by  health  authorities  in  recent  years,  and  the  circumstances  of  each  death  are 
investigated  by  the  health  department  of  the  County  as  it  occurs.  A  Sanitary 
Authority  can  assist  little  in  such  campaign,  except  perhaps,  by  providing 
suitable  housing  accommodation  for  the  young  married  couples. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  the  different  headings  shows  very  little 
variation  from  year  to  year,  but  increases  were  noted  in  the  more  unusual 
instances  of  pneumonia,  bronchitis,  and  accidents,  including  suicide,  while 
there  was  a  reduction  in  the  cases  due  to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system  and  a  moderate  one  under  the  cancer  heading.  Deaths  after  the  age 
of  65  years  represented  72%  of  the  total. 

The  infectious  disease  table  contains  more  variety  and  numbers  than 
usual.  Measles  and  whooping  cough  are  well  represented,  but  they  are 
expected  visitations.  Primary  pneumonia  showed  an  increased  incidence,  and 
thanks  to  timely  notification,  cases  of  dysentery,  presumably  due  to  food 
spread,  and  a  paratyphoid  infection  were  kept  within  narrow  confines.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  there  still  remains  a  certain  dilatoriness  among  many  general 
practitioners  to  notify  the  casual  cases  of  enteritis  in  the  family  for  investig¬ 
ation,  which  would  likely  do  much  to  prevent  carrier  spread. 

In  the  field  of  prevention,  the  response  to  immunisation  against 
diphtheria  remained  at  the  same  level  as  the  previous  year  and  all  efforts 
to  maintain  that  standard  must  be  made.  We  received  valuable  assistance 
from  our  local  weekly  newspapers  by  the  manner  in  which  they  kept  the  facts 
about  immunisation  before  the  public.  These  allusions  were  prominently 
made  in  the  columns  reserved  for  comments  on  topical  and  local  matters 
which  attract  attention,  and  without  doubt,  they  help  to  influence  local 
opinion.  Facilities  for  whooping  cough  prevention  made  a  timely  start  during 
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a  year  when  the  disease  was  rife  in  the  district,  but  as  a  preventive  measure, 
it  has  not  yet  “caught  on”  mainly  because  medical  conservatism  gave  only 
whispered  encouragement  to  its  use  until  such  times  as  it  earns  the  official 
blessing.  Meantime,  it  can  be  said,  that  if  the  treatment  does  not  guarantee 
prevention,  it  does  reduce  the  severity  and  duration  of  the  disease  to  insig¬ 
nificance. 

Water  extensions  proceeded  at  satisfactory  pace  and  the  mains  link 
up,  to  replace  the  privately  sponsored  supplies  in  adjoining  villages,  was 
particularly  welcomed,  as  these  gave  a  false  impression  of  safety.  The  start 
on  sewer  laying  in  North  Thoresby,  linked  with  the  early  prospects 
of  similar  improvements  in  Tetney,  and  Holton-le-Clay,  made  it 
possible,  at  last,  to  foresee  the  eradication  of  the  gross  insanitary  conditions 
in  these  populous  areas.  Unfortunately,  these  sewer  schemes  do  not  keep 
pace  with  water  extensions,  which  suggests  the  need  for  better  control  of  the 
increasing  number  of  cesspools  and  for  wider  use  being  made  of  the  Council’s 
emptying  service. 

The  routine  supervisory  work  was  maintained  at  its  usual  satisfactory 
level,  and  the  extent  and  variety  of  the  duties  can  be  appreciated  by  the 
inclusions  in  this  report.  If  the  ice  cream  retail  trade  can  be  taken  to  measure 
the  general  hygienic  improvement  in  food  standards,  the  sanitary  inspectors 
have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  their  major  contribution  to  the  successful 
results. 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Shone  and  his  staff  for  their 
loyal  help  and  valued  co-operation  during  the  year’s  successful  working.  I 
am  further  indebted  to  Mr.  Shone  for  providing  exhaustive  details  of  the  work 
in  his  department  which  have  been  the  basis  of  the  relevant  parts  of  this  report. 

Without  the  encouragement  and  interest  shown  by  the  Chairman  and 
the  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  our  efforts  would  not  have 
achieved  the  same  satisfactory  results,  and  it  is  my  privilege  to  express  on 
my  own  behalf,  and  that  of  the  sanitary  inspectors,  our  gratitude  for  the 
co-operation  so  graciously  given  at  all  times  by  the  Committee. 

W.  J.  KERRIGAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Louth. 

August,  1954. 
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SECTION  A 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Rural  District  in  Acres  ..  ..  ..  153,129 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Resident  Population  . .  18,510 

Density  of  population  per  acre  ..  ..  ..  . .  0.12 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  end  of  1953  . .  5,435 

Rateable  Value  of  Inhabited  Houses  . .  . .  . .  £34,245 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  £267 


Vital  Statistics 


( NOTE — Figures  in  brackets  show  corresponding 

rates  for  England  and  Wales) 

Births. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

(a)  Live  :  . 

Legitimate 

..  297 

155 

142 

Illegitimate 

13 

8 

5 

310 

163 

147 

(b)  Still  : 

Legitimate 

4 

4 

— 

Illegitimate 

•  • 

— 

— 

4 

4 

__ 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  . .  16.7 
Standardised  Birth  Rate  adjusted  by  comparability 

factor  1.15  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..19.2  (15.5) 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  . .  0.22  (0.35) 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  Live  and  Still  Births  . .  12.7  (22.4) 


Deaths. 

Total  Male 

201  99 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Standardised  Death  Rate  adjusted  by  comparability 
factor  0.83 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : 

Total  Male 

Legitimate  . .  . .  . .  10  4 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  . .  1  1 


Female 

102 

10.9 

9.0(11.4) 

NIL 


Female 

6 


11  5  6 
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Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

•  • 

•  •  •  ♦ 

35.5  (26.8) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  month  : 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . . 

5 

3 

2 

Illegitimate  . . 

1 

1 

— 

6 

4 

2 

Causes  of  Deaths  in  children  under  one  year  and  ages  : 

Male 

Female 

*> 

]  3  days 

20  hours 

Atelectasis  . . 

•  • 

y  20  mins. 

6  hours 

J  2  days 

— 

Prematurity  . . 

•  • 

1  week 

— 

Pneumonia  . . 

•  • 

1  month 

11  months 

Acute  Bronchitis 

•  • 

— 

7  months 

Asphyxia — Inhaled  vomit . . 

•  • 

— 

7  months 

Carcinomatosis 

•  ♦ 

— 

1  month 

Ages  at  Death - - 

Ages 

in 

Years  0/1  1/5  5/1515/2525/3535/4545/55  55/6565/7575/80  80+  Total 
Deaths  11  2  2  2  2  5  10  22  52  31  62  =201 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Tumours - 

Ages  in  Under 

Years  40  40/4545/5050/5555/6060/6565/7070/7575/80  80  +  Total 

Cases  1  1—  —  37334  10  =32 


Malignant  Tumour  Sites 


Cases 

Males 

Females 

Stomach  and  oesphagus 

2 

— 

2 

Lungs 

1 

1 

— 

Breast 

6 

— 

6 

Uterus 

1 

— 

1 

Prostate  .  . 

3 

3 

— 

Cerebral  Tumours 

1 

1 

— 

Other  abdominal  organs 

13 

7 

6 

Other  Malignant  growths 

5 

2 

3 

Totals 

mm 

32 

14 

18 

9 


Causes  of  Death. 


1.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2.  Tuberculosis — non  respiratory 

3.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

4.  Cancer  of  Stomach 

5.  Cancer  of  Lung,  Bronchus 

6.  Cancer  of  Breast 

7.  Cancer  of  Uterus 

8.  Other  malignant  neoplasms. . 

9.  Leukaemia — aleukaemia 

10.  Diabetes 

11.  Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system 

12.  Coronary  disease — angina 

13.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . 

14.  Other  heart  disease 

15.  Other  circulatory  disease 

16.  Influenza 

17.  Pneumonia 

18.  Bronchitis 

19.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

20.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

21.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

22.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea . . 

23.  Hyperlasia  of  Prostate 

24.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

25.  Congential  Malformations 

26.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

27.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

28.  All  other  accidents 

29.  Suicide  . . 


SECTION  B 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  notified  during 
1953,  including  Service  cases  : — 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Case  rates  1,000 
of population 

Measles 

174 

9.4 

(12.36) 

Whooping  Cough . . 

73 

3.9 

(  3.58) 

Pneumonia . . 

19 

1.03 

(  0.84) 

Scarlet  Fever 

Acute  Poliomyelitis — 

14 

0.76 

(  1.39) 

(Paralytic) 

1 

0.05 

(  0.07) 

(Non-Paralytic) 

. .  — 

— 

(  0.04) 

Food  Poisoning  . . 

7 

0.38 

(  0.24) 

Erysipelas  . . 

3 

0.16 

(  0.14) 

Para-Typhoid 

7 

0.38 

(  0.01) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . . 

1 

+3.18  +(18.23) 

Malaria 

1 

0.05 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

0.05  — 

(+per  1,000  Tot¬ 
al  (Live  and  Still) 
Births) 

301 

The  measles  outbreaks  occurred  during  the  first  four  months 
of  the  year  and  synchronised  with  similar  epidemics  in  surrounding 
areas.  The  earlier  spread  appeared  to  be  from  Louth  to  the  adjoining 
parishes  but  it  soon  became  general  through  the  many  channels, 
which  to-day  bring  the  rural  child  into  contact  with  the  town 
dweller.  Less  dramatic  in  the  manner  of  its  coming  and  going, 
whooping  cough  lasted  almost  the  entire  year,  but  the  cases  were 
mainly  confined  to  the  parishes  west  of  Louth.  Scarlet  fever  noti¬ 
fications  showed  an  increase,  but  with  a  single  exception,  the  cases 
were  individual  and  sporadic.  In  that  instance  five  cases  occurred 
over  a  period  of  some  five  weeks — two  of  them  at  the  end  of  the 
preceding  year — in  the  same  village,  which  caused  local  alarm  and 
requests  for  school  closure,  but  a  meeting  with  the  Parish  Council 
succeeded  in  allaying  the  anxiety. 

The  single  case  of  poliomyelitis  concerned  a  child  who  got  the 
infection  while  on  holiday  outside  the  area. 


11 


There  were  two  investigations  into  infections  apparently  spread 
by  food  channels.  The  first  was  in  a  guest  house,  where  the  causative 
organism,  Salmonella  typhi-murium,  was  isolated  from  the  stools 
of  three  members  of  the  staff  and  four  guests.  Owing  to  my  not 
being  informed  at  the  outset  of  the  trouble,  no  remnants  of  the 
suspected  food  were  available  for  examination,  though  it  seemed 
likely  that  the  infection  was  caused  by  a  transient  carrier  who  gave 
insufficient  attention  to  the  hygiene  of  the  hands.  The  management 
co-operated  fully  by  not  taking  further  visitors  until  advised,  and 
they  supplied  all  information  about  recent  visitors  to  allow  them  to 
be  traced  for  supervision  purposes.  The  investigation  called  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  domestic  water  supply  which  was  found  polluted  and 
put  in  order.  In  the  second  case,  six  members  of  a  private  household 
were  affected  with  acute  sickness  and  diarrhoea,  and  again,  the 
delay  starting  the  investigation  hindered  the  results,  but  with 
perseverance,  in  spite  of  initial  negative  findings,  a  servant  of  the 
household  was  found  to  be  an  intermittent  excreter  of  salmonella 
thompson. 

Very  different  and  unusual  in  its  way  was  the  discovery  of  a  para¬ 
typhoid  B,  phage  type  Taunton,  infection  in  a  farm  worker’s  family 
living  in  a  remote  area.  The  first  case  was  discovered  in  the  general 
hospital  to  which  a  child  of  the  household  had  been  admitted  for 
investigation  of  an  unusual  illness.  When  the  home  was  visited,  two 
others  of  the  household  found  clinically  suspicious  were  also 
immediately  transferred  to  the  Isolation  hospital,  where  the  diag¬ 
nosis  was  later  confirmed.  On  further  inquiry  into  the  remaining 
members  of  the  family,  it  was  found  that  all  four,  though  symptom¬ 
less,  were  excreting  the  organism,  so  they  joined  the  others  in 
isolation  as  a  complete  family  unit.  Thus  began  a  long  but  fruitless 
search  to  discover  the  original  source  of  infection,  which  involved 
among  other  things,  repeated  specimen  tests  from  the  nursing  and 
kitchen  staffs  of  the  general  hospital  because  of  certain  issues 
complicating  the  picture.  Happily,  the  infection  was  confined  to 
the  particular  household,  for  although  the  neighbouring  practi¬ 
tioners  and  authorities  were  alerted,  no  other  cases  came  to  light 
during  the  year.  In  the  course  of  investigation,  it  transpired  that 
the  family,  in  spite  of  having  a  safe  piped  water  supply  from  a  nearby 
farm,  used  for  many  purposes  water  from  an  underground  cistern 
which  was  ostensibly  supplied  by  the  rain  collections  from  the  roofs, 
but  was  pervious  to  the  soakage  from  the  garden,  into  which  the 
pail  closet  content  was  deposited.  Since  this  supply  also  risked 
contamination  from  utensils  used  for  getting  up  the  water,  there  was 
no  undue  surprise  when  the  causative  organism  was  isolated  from 
it  and  so  had  to  be  ruled  out  as  the  primary  source  of  infection.  This 
supply  was  sealed  off  and  an  ancient  well  pump  dismantled  before 
the  family  returned.  I  was  indebted  to  the  hospital  staff  and  the 
hospital  laboratory  for  very  helpful  co-operation  during  this  in¬ 
vestigation,  as  well  as  to  the  responsible  department  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  the  interest  and  valuable  guidance  given. 
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Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation  and  Vaccination  against 
Smallpox. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Campbell,  O.B.E.,  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  supplying  me  with  the  following  details  of  the  pro¬ 
phylactic  treatments  given  during  the  year. 


(a)  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


Under  5  years 

5  to  14 

years 

Booster 

Doses 

204 

68 

217 

(b)  Anti-Smallpox. 

Ages  in  years 

0/1 

1/4 

5/14 

154- 

Total 

(a)  Primary 

Vaccinations 

60 

14 

11 

20 

105 

(b)  Re-vaccinations 

— - 

1 

4 

11 

16 

(c)  Whooping  Cough. 

Under 
Ages  One 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Total 

15 

20 

6 

3 

2 

46 

Prophylaxis  against  infectious 

disease. 

Diphtheria. 

The  aggregate  of  the  immunisations  was  about  the  same  as  the 
the  previous  year,  with  an  increase  in  primary  treatments  in  both 
age  groups  and  a  corresponding  reduction  in  booster  doses.  The 
slight  increase  in  the  number  done  in  the  baby  group  is  a  welcome 
and  healthy  sign,  but  it  is  puzzling  to  know  why  the  initial  immunis¬ 
ation  was  delayed  in  so  many  children — one  quarter  of  the  total — 
until  school  age.  One  can  perhaps  sympathise  with  the  difficulties 
of  the  cases  of  Service  children  who  are  “always  on  the  move,” 
but  not  so  much  with  the  parent  who  blandly  puts  it  off  until  the 
child  goes  to  school  and  is  faced  with  the  heavier  risk.  There  is 
no  such  thing  for  the  rural  child  of  this  generation  as  safety  through 
isolation,  so  he  should  not  be  unnecessarily  exposed  to  risk  for  the 
first  five  years  of  life  when  his  resistance  is  lowest.  How  great  that 
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risk  is,  was  brought  home  in  a  tragic  manner  during  the  year  by  the 
outbreak  of  diphtheria  which  involved  78  children,  of  whom  6 
died,  and  these  were  unfortunate  infants  who  had  not  been  im¬ 
munised.  Should  the  immune  level  be  allowed  to  wane,  outbreaks 
of  this  nature  would  be  more  frequent  happenings. 

Smallpox. 

The  vaccination  figures  showed  an  increase,  but  a  spurious 
one,  because  the  increase  represented  emigrant  cases  for  whom 
vaccination  was  compulsory.  The  public  relies  far  too  much  on 
the  vigilant  efforts  of  the  public  health  authorities  to  safeguard 
them  from  the  risks  of  this  dreaded  disease,  without  corresponding 
co-operation  on  their  part  by  availing  of  vaccination.  This  treatment 
is  the  only  means  of  securing  personal  safety,  and  as  it  is  free  and 
causes  no  upset  in  children,  the  protection  should  be  given. 

Whooping  Cough. 

The  need  for  reducing  the  incidence  of  this  endemic  disease, 
with  its  dangerous  complications,  is  suggested  by  the  number  of 
notifications  for  the  year,  which  probably  represented  only  a  fraction 
of  the  actual  cases.  The  County  Council  arranged  for  immunisation 
treatment  to  be  given  free  of  charge  to  children  under  5  years,  either 
by  the  family  doctor  or  at  the  welfare  centres,  and  though  at  present, 
treatment  does  not  claim  full  protection,  experience  shows  that  the 
severity  and  duration  of  an  attack  in  the  immunised  are  reduced 
to  the  minimum.  Parents  therefore  are  urged  to  avail  of  the  pro¬ 
tection  offered  by  this  treatment  for  infants. 


Tuberculosis — New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1953. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65+  t  • 

1 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

1 

1 

2 

1  1 

1 

Totals  . . 

4  3  11 

3  2  —  — 

14 


There  were  9  notifications  and  5  deaths  compared  with  14  and 
3  respectively  for  the  previous  year.  Two  of  the  notifications  were 
made  at  death. 

The  death  rate  was  0.27  per  1,000  compared  with  0.20  for  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  and  the  deaths  occurred  at  a  later  age  than  formerly. 
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SECTION  C 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE 

AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Lincoln,  examined  620  samples 
of  water,  ice  cream  and  milk,  which  included  the  biological  milk 
tests  carried  out  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council.  Some  50 
other  specimen  examinations  were  done  relating  to  infectious 
disease  investigation.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  the  help  rendered  by 
this  service,  done  without  cost  to  the  Council,  and  the  co-operaton 
that  was  ungrudingly  given  even  when  specimens  and  samples 
required  to  be  sent  at  times  which  abruptly  upset  week-end  and 
other  holiday  arrangements. 

The  Grimbsy  Hospital  Group  laboratory  service  also  gave  very 
useful  assistance  in  the  investigation  of  certain  cases  of  infectious 
disease  which  were  related  to  one  of  the  hospitals,  and  the  pharm¬ 
acist  of  the  County  Infirmary  volunteered  help,  which  was  grate¬ 
fully  availed  of,  in  determining  the  salinity  of  water  from  farms 
during  the  occasion  of  the  sea  flooding. 

The  routine  chemical  analyses  of  water  and  sewage  which  re¬ 
quired  to  be  done  were  as  usual  sent  to  an  analyst  on  fee  per  sample 
basis. 

Clinics  and  Welfare  Centres. 

There  were  no  extensions  of  clinic  or  welfare  services  within 
the  district  during  the  year,  and  the  following  welfare  centres  oper¬ 
ated  in  addition  to  the  clinics  at  hospital  out-patient  departments  and 
the  County  Council  centres  in  the  adjoining  towns.  At  the  welfare 
centres  within  the  district,  the  doctor  gives  immunisation  treatment 
to  infants  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  and  the  anti¬ 
smallpox  vaccination. 


Centre 

Date  and  Time 

Doctor 

attends 

Binbrook  . . 

. .  Weekly,  Tuesday. 

1st  and  3rd 

2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

Tuesdays 

North  Somercotes  Weekly,  Friday. 

1st  and  3rd 

10  a.m.  to  12  (noon) 

Tuesdays 

Tetney 

. .  2nd  and  4th  Fridays. 

2nd  Friday 

2  to  4  p.m. 

Holton-le-Clay 

. .  2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays. 

2nd  and  4th 

10  a.m.  to  12  (noon) 

Wednesdays 
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SECTION  D 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply. 

The  chain  of  extension  supplies  over  the  district  was  continued 
during  the  year  to  service  the  villages  of  North  and  South  Elkington 
and  Welton-le-Wold  from  the  Kelstern  Tower,  and  of  Utterby  and 
Fotherby  from  the  Wyham  reservoir,  while  a  start  was  made  on 
the  construction  of  a  12-inch  link  main  from  the  Kenwick  reser¬ 
voir,  in  course  of  erection,  to  Manby.  Following  the  effects  of  the 
coastal  flooding  on  the  private  supplies  in  the  Saltfleet  area,  the  Coun¬ 
cil  made  immediate  approach  to  the  Ministry  for  permission  to 
lay  a  6-inch  main  from  Conisholme  to  Saltfleet  and  the  emergency 
extension  was  completed  before  the  end  of  the  year.  This  scheme 
will  make  the  distribution  in  the  Somercotes  areas  a  nearer  reality. 

Construction  work  at  the  erection  of  the  permanent  half 
million  capacity  reservoir  at  Wyham,  to  replace  the  existing  tempor¬ 
ary  structure,  and  the  similar  capacity  storage  system  at 
Kenwick,  was  reported  to  be  well  advanced.  The  development 
of  the  Fulstow  pumping  station  with  two  bore  installations,  one  of 
which  was  in  use,  and  the  booster  pumps  proceeded  according 
to  plan.  At  the  Binbrook  works,  a  further  duplicate  bore  and  pump¬ 
ing  unit  were  in  service. 

The  surveyor  gave  the  number  of  properties  connected  to  the 
public  mains  during  the  year  as  508  which  brought  the  total  for 
the  district  to  2,500.  The  connexion  response  was  regarded  as 
satisfactory,  and  as  a  result  of  the  extensions  to  Welton-le-Wold 
and  the  Elkington  villages,  the  privately  sponsored  supplies  were 
supplanted,  which  had  previously  required  so  much  anxious  super¬ 
vision. 

Regular  samples  from  different  sources  of  the  public  supplies 
were  examined  bacteriologically,  and  where  possible,  economy  in 
sampling  was  effected  to  avoid  duplication  in  the  case  of  reports 
obtained  from  other  Authorities.  An  average  of  five  was  taken 
weekly,  and  out  of  the  total,  eight  did  not  come  up  to  standard, 
but  immediate  follow  up  examinations  showed  them  to  have  no 
significance.  From  the  private  piped  supplies  to  villages  and  ham¬ 
lets,  94  samples  were  taken,  either  for  routine  check  or  for  special 
investigation  purposes,  and  66  private  household  supplies  were 
checked  as  the  result  of  the  owners’  requests  or  in  connexion 
with  some  incidental  inquiries.  It  is  significant  that  45%  of  the 
last  were  found  unsatisfactory. 

There  were,  in  addition,  17  chemical  analyses  done,  including  4 
arranged  by  another  Authority,  and  all  were  satisfactory. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE 

The  chief  sanitary  inspector  gave  details  about  the  following 
matters  concerning  work  of  the  year  : — 

Closets. 


Number  of  conversions  to  water  carriage  system  . .  66 

Repairs  to  closets  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  52 

Number  of  houses  with  privy  vaults  at  end  of  year  853 

„  „  „  „  pail  closets  „  „  „  „  2666 

„  „  „  „  water  closets  „  „  „  „  2176 


Drains 

Examined,  tested,  exposed,  etc. 

Waste  pipes  disconnected,  repaired,  etc. 
Unstopped,  repaired,  etc. 

Existing  soil  pipes,  etc.,  removed  or  repaired 


194 

47 

29 

14 


Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

By  the  laying  of  a  further  310  yards  of  6-inch  sewer,  the 
sewering  of  the  Ludford  village  was  completed  and  there  was  a 
satisfactory  response  for  connecting  properties,  not  already  ac¬ 
commodated,  to  the  main.  Work  at  the  North  Thoresby  scheme 
had  started  and  about  300  yards  of  9-inch  sewer  were  laid.  The 
completion  of  this  contract,  which  embraces  the  additional  villages 
of  Holton-le-Clay  and  Tetney,  will  efface  from  the  rural  scene 
foul  and  unsaanitary  conditions  which  have  for  so  long  caused  the 
Council  grave  anxiety. 

Improvements  reported  at  the  sewage  disposal  works  included 
the  concreting  of  four  sludge  beds  at  the  Binbrook  works  and  one 
bed  at  Manby. 

Seven  samples  of  the  effluent  from  the  three  disposal  works 
were  satisfactory,  except  one  from  the  Manby  works  taken  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year. 


Cesspools. 

The  number  of  cesspools  emptied  during  the  year  was  given  as 
190  and  there  were  16  cesspools  abolished  as  the  result  of  the  recent 
sewering  facilities. 

With  sewer  laying  being  so  much  out  of  step  with  the  progressive 
march  of  water  provisions,  the  pollution  of  dykes  has  inevitably 
increased,  and  will  continue  to  spread —  so  far  as  can  be  seen — 
unless  some  measure  of  control  of  cesspools  can  be  devised  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  more  active  use  of  the  Council’s  emptying  service. 
In  the  past,  these  cesspools  or  septic  tanks  were  installed,  and  emp¬ 
tied  and  cleaned  only  when  particular  conditions  became  intolerable, 
but  as  they  were  relatively  few  in  number,  any  irregularity  in  main¬ 
tenance  could  afford  to  be  ignored.  Now,  the  outlook  has  altered, 
and  poses  a  problem  for  all  Rural  Districts,  but  the  form  of  control 
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will  largely  depend  on  the  cleansing  facilities  which  the  Council 
is  prepared  to  provide  at  popular  cost.  A  nominal  charge  would 
encourage — with  or  without  persuasion — the  use  of  the  service  and 
allow  more  systematic  district  planning  of  the  work,  instead  of,  as 
at  present,  responding  to  the  individual  call. 


Refuse  Collection. 

Fortnightly  collection  was  made  from  69  of  the  total  parishes, 
in  addition  to  weekly  collection  from  some  240  married  quarters, 
and  all  the  station  buildings  of  the  R.A.F.  Flying  College,  Manby. 
Parishes  included  in  the  service  for  the  first  time  during  the  year 
were  Kelstern,  North  Ormsby,  Stenigot  and  parts  of  Wyham. 
The  number  of  dustbins  in  use  was  3,847. 

The  disposal  of  the  refuse  is  by  controlled  tipping  by  operating 
five  tipping  grounds  conveniently  sited. 


Disinfection. 

Rooms  disinfected 

(a)  Ordinary  infectious  disease 
(. b )  Tuberculosis 
Rooms  stripped  and  cleansed 
Number  of  premises  disinfested  . . 


3 

1 

1 

2 


Nuisances 

Total  number  of  nuisances  during  year  : — 

(a)  Abated  as  result  of  informal  action  by  Sanitary 

Inspector  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  125 

( b )  Reported  to  Council  : 

(1)  Statutory  notice  issued  . .  . .  . .  — 

(2)  Statutory  notice  not  issued  . .  . .  — 

Knackers  Yards 

Number  licensed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Number  of  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Defects  remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

According  to  information,  there  were  73  dwelling  houses  and 
163  premises  treated,  which  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  almost 
25,000  rats.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  potential  of  this  in¬ 
formation  on  food  saving  or  perhaps  on  the  prevention  of  infective 
disease.  The  value  of  this  service  cannot  be  reduced  in  terms  of 
accountancy  to  the  cost  per  rat  tail,  for  the  prevention  of  vermin 
spread  is  an  important  measure  of  public  health  safety.  The  rat 
is  a  potential  menace  by  being  the  frequent  cause  of  the  spread  of 
salmonella  infections,  Weil’s  and  many  other  diseases,  and  the 
possible  presence  of  such  vermin  is  among  the  first  consider¬ 
ations  of  the  medical  investigator  of  food  poisoning  outbreaks. 
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Shops  Acts,  1950. 

(a)  Number  of  shops  inspected  . .  . .  . .  75 

(b)  Contraventions  remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


1.  Inspection. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosec¬ 

utions 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

6 

11 

NIL 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

63 

67 

1 

NIL 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers  premises) 

NIL 

NIL 

Totals 

69 

78 

1 

NIL 

2.  Defects  Found. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  by 
H.M.  Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

5 

5 

NIL 

Inadequate  Ventilation  . . 

1 

1 

NIL 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  . . 

^  n 

1 

1 

NIL 

Sanitary  Conveniences  Un¬ 
suitable  or  defective.  . 

3 

3 

1 

Totals 

10 

10 

1 

3.  Outwork. 


Nature  of  Work 

Number  of  Outworkers 
from  returns  submitted 

Contraventions 

Making  Wearing  Apparel . . 

5 

NIL 

Totals 

5 

NIL 
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SECTION  E 


HOUSING 

Total  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  .  .  57 

(1)  By  the  Council  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  30 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  .  .  . .  .  .  4 

(3)  By  Private  Licence..  ..  ..  ..  ..  23 

(1)  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  . .  . .  . .  . .  91 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  144 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

Sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  . .  . .  . .  . .  NIL 

(. b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  NIL 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  66 

(2)  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  . .  . .  . .  59 

(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  36  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  . .  . .  . .  . .  NIL 

( b )  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices  . .  . .  . .  . .  NIL 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  NIL 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  : — 

(a)  Voluntary  Demolition  . .  . .  2 

(b)  Voluntary  Undertaking  . .  . .  5 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  subject  to 

undertakings  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  NIL 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  . .  . .  . . NIL 

( e )  Proceedings  under  Sections  25  and  26  .  .  NIL 

(4)  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

{a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  NIL 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  29 

(d)  Number  of  houses  again  overcrowded  after 

being  previously  relieved  . .  . .  . .  NIL 


(5)  Housing  Act,  1949. 

(a)  Number  of  applications  for  grants  received  . .  27 

(. b )  Number  of  grants  made  . .  . .  . .  11 

(c)  Number  of  applications  for  grants  made  by 

Local  Authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  NIL 

(6)  Movable  Dwellings,  Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

{a)  Number  of  Site  Licences  . .  . .  . .  3 

( b )  Number  of  individual  Licences  . .  . .  18 

(c)  Number  inspected  during  the  year  : 

(1)  Sites  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

(2)  Dwellings  . .  . .  . .  . .  41 

(d)  Number  of  contraventions  remedied  . .  . .  5 
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The  aggregate  number  of  house  completions  for  the  year, 
apart  from  Service  buildings,  was  exactly  the  same  as  the  previous 
year,  though  the  Council  contribution  was  increased  by  10.  This 
brought  the  post-war  total  of  new  houses  to  266  Council  and  116 
otherwise  built,  exclusive  of  Service  provisions. 

The  brisk  increase  in  the  number  of  applications  received  for 
improvement  grants  was  welcome  evidence  of  the  desire  of  owners 
to  avail  of  the  helpful  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949.  At  the 
end  of  the  year,  27  applications  had  been  submitted  in  respect  of 
47  houses,  of  which  32  were  approved  and  17  completed.  The 
surveyor  stated  that  since  the  provisions  of  the  Act  have  become 
more  widely  known  the  response  has  been  increasingly  good. 

No  formal  action  was  taken  during  the  year  about  the  demoli¬ 
tion  of  individual  houses  or  Clearance  Orders,  but  voluntary  under¬ 
taking  were  reported  to  have  been  given  in  five  cases  not  to  re-let 
sub-standard  houses.  These  concerned  single  houses  in  North 
Somercotes,  North  Cotes,  and  Withern,  and  two  at  Kelstern. 
Voluntary  demolitions  were  carried  out  of  cottages,  one  each  at 
North  Cockerington  and  South  Somercotes.  The  trouble  about 
this  informal  type  of  undertaking  is  that  it  is  purely  a  gentleman’s 
agreement  which  ceases  to  have  effect  if  the  property  is  sold. 

The  hut  dwellings  still  continued  to  be  occupied,  with  a  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  total  by  two,  at  the  three  centres  of  their  location. 
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SECTION  F 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  food  premises  in  the  area,  which 
is  an  inclusion  requested  by  the  Ministry.  The  asterisks  indicate 
the  food  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and 


Drugs  Acts. 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Butchers’  and  Porkshops  . .  . .  11* 

Ice  Cream  dealers  . .  . .  . .  72* 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . .  . .  . .  10* 

Grocers  and  Confectioners  . .  82 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  . .  . .  4 


The  chief  sanitary  inspector  reported  routine  visiting  of  all  the 
premises  associated  with  the  preparation,  sale,  and  service  of  food, 
and  opportunity  was  taken  during  these  visits,  not  only  to  supervise 
the  general  cleanliness  and  the  adequacy  of  equipment,  but  to  give 
instructions  relating  to  the  hygiene  of  food  handling.  The  chief 
sanitary  inspector  summarised  his  remarks  on  the  question  thus  : 
“In  an  agricultural  district  such  as  this,  educational  activity  must 
be  confined  to  the  individual,  and  constant  instruction  and  super¬ 
vision  are  given  in  the  matter  of  personal  hygiene  and  food  handling. 
The  result  of  these  efforts  is  to  be  seen  in  the  shops,  mainly  family 
businesses,  which  are  very  clean  and  well  conducted.”  To  boost 
the  personal  efforts  of  the  inspectors,  poster  displays  were  arranged 
in  two  villages  and  at  the  Council  offices,  using  the  effective  poster 
material  obtained  from  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 
These  brought  home  to  the  public  more  than  the  trade  the  common 
means  of  food  contamination  and  the  methods  of  prevention, 
information  which  probably  helped  to  make  the  customer  more 
discriminating  in  his  field  of  purchase.  A  personal  letter  was  also 
sent  by  me  to  all  food  premises,  enclosing  the  informative  leaflet 
on  food  hygiene,  “The  Customer’s  health  is  in  your  hands”  with 
the  request  that  the  leaflet  should  be  prominently  displayed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  workers  employed. 

Below,  details  are  given  about  the  individual  premises. 

Bakehouses. 

The  number  of  inspections  reported  was  31  and  defects  in  five 
cases  were  remedied.  No  installation  of  new  equipment  was  reported 
but  attention  was  given  to  casual  repair  work  and  the  lime  washing 
of  premises.  Two  bakeries  ceased  production  during  the  year. 

Butchers’  Shops. 

These  premises  were  cleanly  kept  and  no  complaints  were  made 
about  conditions  in  these  shops,  five  of  which  engage  in  making 
up  meat  products. 
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Fish  Friers,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars. 

The  remarks  in  my  report  of  the  previous  year  apply,  as  nothing 
worthy  of  mention  has  been  notified.  The  premises  have  been 
regarded  as  satisfactorily  conducted. 

Food  Shops. 

These  are  mainly  general  grocery  establishments  and  village 
stores,  whose  equipment  and  general  lay-out  indicated  the  measure 
of  their  importance  in  rural  trade.  Many  of  these  were  up  to  the 
standard  of  the  best  town  shops  but  others  were  content,  if  allowed, 
to  live  very  much  in  the  past.  Attention  was  given  to  the  covering 
of  exposed  foodstuffs  and  the  installation  of  washing  facilities, 
including  hot  water  provisions.  Three  shops  were  supplied  with  hot 
water  and  wash  basins  during  the  year.  It  is  an  advantage  from  the 
viewpoint  of  supervision  that  the  great  majority  of  this  type  of  shop 
sell  ice  cream,  on  account  of  the  opportunity  afforded  the  inspectors 
to  have  a  general  look  around  when  on  their  sample  taking  visits. 
The  inspectors  remarked  on  the  “nearly  standard  practice”  of 
assistants  wearing  white  protective  clothing. 

Forty-three  Visits  were  reported  and  five  contraventions  found, 
of  which  all  but  one  were  remedied. 

There  was  no  request  for  any  large  scale  examination  of  a 
stock  or  a  consignment  of  food  during  the  year,  and  neither  was 
there  any  condemnation  of  food  except  in  the  case  of  destruction  of 
ice  cream  because  of  infectious  disease  in  the  household. 

Milk. 

The  number  of  milk  producers  in  the  district,  according  to 
information  kindly  supplied  by  the  County  representative  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  was  312,  of  whom  44  were 
on  our  local  register  as  retailers.  There  were,  in  addition,  35  shops 
and  depots  registered  for  the  sale  of  milk.  The  producers  comprised 
30  T.T.  and  282  non-designated,  while  the  retailers  were  made  up 
of  2  T.T.,  2  Accredited  and  40  non-designated.  The  distributors 


sold  the  following  types  : — 

Sterilized  only  . .  . .  . .  17 

Sterilized  and  Pasteurised . .  . .  8 

Sterilized  and  Pasteurised  and  T.T.  8 

Raw  ungraded  . .  . .  . .  2 


The  only  samples  taken,  other  than  five  for  examination  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  hygienic  standard,  were  those  obtained  from 
producer-retailer  herds  for  biological  tests  relating  to  the  presence 
of  tubercle  and  shigella  abortus.  As  the  result  of  52  samples  sent 
for  biological  examination,  three  were  found  positive  for  tubercle 
and  four  for  shigella  abortus.  In  the  case  of  evidence  of  tubercle 
being  found  in  milk  by  guinea  pig  inoculation,  the  herd  was  visited 
immediately  by  the  Divisional  Veterinary  inspector  who  investi- 
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gated  the  animal  source  of  the  infection.  This  resulted  in  the  in¬ 
fected  animal  in  each  of  two  cases  being  slaughtered  under  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Order,  1938.  The  diseased  animal  in  the  third  instance  had 
been  sold  in  the  meantime,  but  it  was  subsequently  traced  and 
slaughtered.  Sample  examination  of  the  milk  from  the  remainder 
of  the  herd,  as  well  as  clinical  examination  of  the  animals  was,  of 
course,  carried  out  in  each  case  to  establish  their  freedom  from 
disease. 

There  were  four  samples  positive  for  the  organism  causing 
contagious  abortion  in  cattle  which  can  be  communicated  to  humans 
and  cause  undulant  fever,  if  the  infected  milk  is  not  heat  treated. 
Following  visits  to  the  farms,  two  retailers  agreed  to  send  all  their 
supply  for  heat  treatment,  and  another  agreed  to  cease  his  retail 
trade.  One  of  the  producer-retailers,  whose  milk  was  found  to  be 
infected  with  tubercle,  also  decided  to  send  all  his  supply  for  pasteur¬ 
isation. 

A  very  mild  start  was  made  about  having  the  hygienic  standard 
of  the  retail  supplies  assessed.  It  was  late  in  the  year  when  the 
decision  to  do  this  was  made,  with  the  result  that  only  a  small 
number  of  samples  was  examined. 

Ice  Cream. 

The  number  of  manufacturers  remained  at  7.  though  the  num¬ 
ber  represented  licences  rather  than  effective  producers  in  three 
cases.  The  equipment  and  the  attention  to  hygienic  production  were 
commended  by  the  inspectors,  who  also  recorded  satisfaction  at  the 
co-operation  from  the  members  of  this  trade.  The  number  of 
premises  registered  for  sale  continued  to  increase,  having  at  the  end 
of  the  year  reached  the  total  of  69,  which  was  13  more  than  the 
previous  year.  The  fact  that  all  licences  were  granted  for  the  sale 
of  pre-packed  ice  cream  only,  limited  the  risks,  if  unnecessary 
handling  of  the  product  were  avoided.  It  seems  strange  that  the 
supplying  firms  do  not  provide  a  suitable  tongs  or  forceps,  with 
instructions  about  its  hygienic  care,  to  replace  the  human  hand 
as  the  agency  for  procuring  the  particular  purchases  from  the 
interior  recesses  of  the  conservators. 


The  results  of  sample  examinations  by  the  methlyene  blue 
estimation  are  summarised  thus  : — 


Grades 

Total 

12  3  4 

Producers  ex  District 
Producers  in  District 

99  38  6  — 

143 

4 

Totals  . . 

103  38  6  — 

147 
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These  results  are  excellent,  showing  that  96%  of  the  total 
fell  under  grades  1  and  2  compared  with  the  expectation  of  80%, 
and  there  was  not  a  single  grade  4  result.  Needless  to  mention, 
they  were  very  much  superior  to  the  results  of  previous  years  and 
will  provide  a  stiff  comparator  index  for  future  ones.  Obviously, 
the  success  here  has  been  due  to  the  patient  endeavours  of  the 
sanitary  inspectors  in  the  field  work,  whose  satisfaction  at  the 
results  will  be  shared  by  the  traders  whom  they  found  at  all  times 
most  co-operative. 

The  supplies  of  the  9  firms  manufacturing  outside  the  district 
were  uniformly  good,  in  the  sense  of  hygienic  production,  over  the 
period. 
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THE  COASTAL  FLOODING 


Parts  of  the  district  shared  in  the  disaster  of  the  East  Coast 
floods  following  the  break  in  the  sea  defences  on  the  evening  of 
January  31st.  The  village  of  Saltfleet  was  most  affected,  though 
North  Cotes,  North  Somercotes,  Hannah-cum-Hagnaby  and  five 
other  parishes  suffered  in  varying  degrees  from  the  indirect  effects 
caused  by  the  dyke  overflows.  In  all,  about  92  dwellings  were  flooded 
to  depths  varying  from  a  few  inches  to  five  feet,  with  Saltfleet 
suffering  the  worst  damage  through  40  houses  being  involved. 

In  Saltfleet,  unfortunately,  there  also  occurred  the  tragedy  of 
four  old  people  being  drowned,  who  were  trapped  in  their  homes 
in  the  Sea  Lane  -  Mill  Lane  area. 

The  immediate  need,  after  the  safety  of  the  households  received 
attention,  was  to  provide  safe  supplies  of  water  to  the  three  localities 
without  a  proper  piped  provision.  This  was  done  by  using  static 
tanks  and  filling  daily,  by  transporting  water  from  the  nearest  point 
of  safe  supply — a  system  that  required  to  be  maintained  in  the 
affected  area  of  Saltfleet  until  the  new  mains  extension  was  avail¬ 
able  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

With  the  recession  of  the  flood  water,  came  the  busy  period 
of  clearing  up  the  sand  and  debris  from  roads,  dykes  and  sewers 
and  the  cleaning  and  preparation  of  the  individual  houses  affected. 
The  drying  process  was  materially  assisted  by  the  special  equipment 
kindly  loaned  by  the  R.A.F.  authorities,  and  made  use  of  after 
liberal  application  of  the  scrubbing  brush  and  disinfectants. 

Repairs  had  been  carried  out  in  62  of  the  flood  damaged  houses 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  involving  an  amount  of  extra  work  in  organis¬ 
ation,  checking  of  accounts  and  visits  which  the  technical  staff 
cheerfully  undertook. 


28 


